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project for their work in this effort. I
wish them the best of luck as they con-
tinue to work to bring attention to this
very important issue.

I look forward to working with them
as we continue to work at eliminating
the debt that threatens their future
and the future of our Nation.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 39
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. EMMER of Minnesota) at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Reverend Tyrone M. Thomas, Charity
Church, Baltimore, Maryland, offered
the following prayer:

O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is
Your name on all the Earth. We come
before You today, first thanking You
for another day You have allowed us to
see and partake in.

We thank You for Your grace, mercy,
and loving kindness you have extended
to us on this day. God, we thank You
for allowing us to arrive at destina-
tions free from hurt, harm, or danger.

We ask You now, God, that You
would allow our day to be a productive,
purposeful, and peaceful day. Creator
and God, we ask that You allow us to
remain focused and on task as we go
about our day-to-day responsibilities.

We ask Your continued blessings
upon every Member of the House of
Representatives who are represented
here today. We ask that You would
lead, guide, and strengthen their abil-
ity to make sound decisions for Your
people.

God, as we conclude our day, we want
to hear You say: Well done, thy good
and faithful servant. We ask all these
things in the name of the God who cre-
ated all and who made all things.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Ohio (Mrs. BEATTY)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.
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Mrs. BEATTY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

NATIONAL AGRICULTURE DAY

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today is Na-
tional Agriculture Day, where we rec-
ognize and celebrate the important role
that agriculture plays in the United
States.

As a lifelong farmer—on a small scale
at times—and a longtime Christmas
tree grower, I am committed to ac-
tively engaging in the creation of re-
sponsible farm policies that honor tax-
payers while protecting the way of life
of North Carolina’s farming families.

The Fifth District of North Carolina
has a rich agricultural tradition, and it
is a privilege to work with local farm-
ers to ensure they have the tools they
need to continue producing their out-
standing commodities.

I will keep looking for legislative in-
novations that ensure North Carolina’s
farmers are free to compete, adapt, and
seize opportunities to safely maximize
production and meet the needs of
America and the world.

——
RECOGNIZING THE GIRL SCOUTS

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the young women of
Girl Scout Daisy Troop 1944, ages 6 to
almost 8 years of age, who recently vis-
ited my office.

After meeting with them, I was truly
inspired. Mr. Speaker, they alerted me
to all their great work, from volun-
teering in a local animal shelter to
hosting a birthday party for homeless
children. We also discussed the impor-
tance of civic engagement and hon-
oring our Nation’s veterans.

The members of this impressive troop
are Roxanne Dion, Kirsten Wilson, Har-
ley Craig, Cecelia Rodriguez, Aubree
Meyerin, Kileigh Solberg, Brooklyn
Cress, DeL.ana Windnagel, Lily Denovo,
Georgia Woodward, Allison Helser,
Kaylee Thompson, and Isabelle Jones.

During Women’s History Month, let
us pay tribute to the next generation
of women leaders, like the young
women of Daisy Troop 1944.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing the works of the 1.9 million girl
members of the Girl Scouts as well as
the individuals who volunteer to help
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them as troop leaders, their parents,
and Girl Scouts CEO Anna Maria Cha-
vez, all who strive to make the world a
much better place.

I say to you, Daisy troops: Job well
done.

————

MINNESOTA’S FIRST FEMALE
BRIGADIER GENERAL

(Mr. EMMER of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, in honor of Women’s History
Month, I rise today to celebrate an in-
spiring woman who now has a perma-
nent spot in Minnesota’s history books.
Last week Sandra Best became the
first female Brigadier General in the
Minnesota National Guard.

General Best was a 20-year-old col-
lege student when she joined the Air
National Guard in 1984. During her 32
years of service, Best has proven her
dedication to this Nation and to Min-
nesota through a variety of leadership
positions.

In her new position as Brigadier Gen-
eral, Best will serve as the chief of staff
for the Minnesota National Guard and
will be in charge of the 133rd Airlift
Wing and the 148th Fighter Wing.

General Best is a true trailblazer.
She has broken down barriers and
forged a path that other women are
sure to follow. It is with great respect
and great pride that I recognize her
today.

————

HONORING DR. JUAN FRANCISCO
LARA

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I rise today to
honor the life of Dr. Juan Francisco
Lara.

Dr. Lara passionately advocated for
access to the University of California
system for all students. For over 35
years, he was involved at UCLA and
the University of California, Irvine, in
many roles, including dean, professor,
and assistant vice chancellor.

At UCI, Dr. Lara played a pivotal
role in the Santa Ana Partnership, an
educational partnership between UCI,
Cal State Fullerton, Santa Ana Col-
lege, and the Santa Ana Unified School
District, which is now a national model
in collaborative education.

Dr. Lara was a devoted husband, fa-
ther, and grandfather known for his
commitment to community and love
for his family. I counted him as my
friend. He believed that, with the
power of knowledge, kindness, and edu-
cation, we could change the world.

On behalf of the people of California’s
46th Congressional District, I am proud
to honor this inspiring and incredible
man.
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